CBMS-SDG Profile of selected communities
in atebubu-amantin Municipal, ghana

GHANA
Source of Basic Data: CBMS Census, Selected Communities in Atebubu-Mantin Municipal
Full details and results on the other SDGs are contained in Localizing the
Sustainable Development Goals in Ghana using the CBMS by Agyeman et al. 2018.
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Monitoring the Sustainable Development Goals through CBMS
The core principle of the sustainable development goals (SDGs) is to “leave no one behind”. This requires
disaggregated data down to the smallest unit (household/individual level) which most of the existing national
statistical systems cannot provide. The lack of necessary disaggregated data is a critical issue for efficient and
effective local planning and program implementation for countries with a decentralized system of governance
where local functionaries are at the forefront of delivery of basic services and in mainstreaming national and global
development commitments in local plans, programs and budgets. The adoption of the CBMS methodology can
provide the necessary data requirements that would allow a more comprehensive analysis of development situation
of households and individuals at a given point in time, and can facilitate monitoring of progress and achievement
of specific development targets at the local level overtime. CBMS data can facilitate needs identification
and prioritization of appropriate program and policy actions. It can be used to generate a multidimensional
poverty index (MPI) and at the same time point out specific areas of deprivation that needs priority action.

What is CBMS?
The community-based monitoring system (CBMS), developed by Reyes in 1993, is an organized process of
collecting, processing and use of local level data for various development concerns. CBMS implementation
entails the use of structured instruments and training modules to collect individual, household, and community
level data. Data are collected through the conduct of a household census by trained local enumerators. Data
can be processed using freewares designed to automatically generate a core set of poverty indicators and other
local/community level statistics and information that can be presented in tables, infographics, and digitized
maps. CBMS findings are presented at each geopolitical level to validate and discuss the results, prioritize needs
and identify proposed solutions for policy action and implementation of appropriate programs and interventions.
The CBMS was designed by Reyes (1993) in line with the decentralization policy taking into account local
capacities. It monitors a core set of indicators that can monitor the multidimensional nature of poverty covering
health, nutrition, education, access to water, access to sanitation, income, employment, housing, and security.
CBMS generates household and individual level data that can be disaggregated by population sub-groups (age,
sex, income-class, ethnicity, persons with disabilities (PWDs), and other socioeconomic characteristics) and sublocation (urban/rural, village/sub-village/commune). In addition, CBMS also generates community level data on
available service facilities as well as household and community level geospatial data.
CBMS was first pilot tested in the Philippines in 1995, and is widely implemented by local government units as a
tool for local planning since 2000 to present.
The CBMS has been also been developed and pilot tested in at least 20 other countries in Asia, Africa, Latin
America and North America, and have been used as a tool to generate necessary disaggregated data for analyzing
policy issues on multidimensional poverty, gender responsive planning and budgeting, monitoring the global
goals (MDGs/SDGs), social protection in the informal sector, youth unemployment, and financial inclusion and
entrepreneurship.
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